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Creating Opportunities.
Changing Lives.
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As a premier service
provider, we passionately
advocate on behalf of
individuals with disabilities
by creating opportunities
for them to succeed,
to achieve, to grow,
and to be happy.
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     As we kick off 2026, I’m feeling genuinely hopeful 
about what’s ahead for Empowering Abilities—and 
that optimism comes straight from the community 
around us. Every day, we see people showing 
kindness, encouragement, and support for the 
individuals we serve. When that kind of energy 
surrounds you, it’s impossible not to feel excited 
about the future.

Big Hopes, Big Energy: Welcome to 2026

Jeff Ashcraft
Empowering Abilities President/CEO

     Just recently, a local business owner pulled me aside 
and said something that really stuck. He told me, “I 
love when your participants come in. They’re always 
well-mannered, always positive, and they’re some of my 
most consistent customers.” 

        Comments like that remind us that our 
       participants don’t just belong in the community,  
    they enhance it. Their presence creates connection, 
and their consistency builds trust. People notice, and it 
matters.

     One of the things I’m especially excited about this 
year is the continued growth of our ELI (Endeav-
or Living Independence) initiative. ELI is more 
than just “smart technology” in someone’s home—it’s a 
game-changer. It gives individuals tools that help them 
manage routines, build confidence, and stay safe while 
taking bigger steps toward independence. For some, 
it means being able to cook on their own for the first 
time. For others, it means keeping up with daily goals or 
finding the confidence to spend more time in the com-
munity.

     The most powerful part? ELI doesn’t replace per-
sonal support, it strengthens it. It allows our staff to fo-
cus on meaningful interactions while giving participants 
the freedom to grow, learn, and take ownership of their 
day. It’s a modern approach that truly puts indepen-
dence within reach.

     Alongside ELI, we’re continuing to expand oppor-
tunities for skill-building, community involvement, and 
personal growth. And we’re deepening our partnerships 
with local businesses and organizations who share our 
belief in what’s possible.

     What gives me the most hope is all of our families, 
caregivers, staff, volunteers, and partners. Your support 
fuels every success.

     Here’s to a 2026 filled with 
connection, confidence, and new 
milestones—together.

CAPTION



Cross-trained and always ready to 
help, David Olson completes labeling 
work in Enterprise—one of the many 
roles where his skills shine.
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Quarterly Snapshot: 
Employment Services 
in Action
    At Empowering Abilities, Employment Services 
are about more than jobs—they’re about purpose, 
pride, and possibility. Through our Prevocational, 
Community Employment, and Enterprise 
programs, individuals build skills, confidence, and 
independence while contributing meaningfully to 
their workplace and community.

      Our Prevocational Services focus on 
skill-building and readiness—helping participants 
develop work habits, social skills, and task 
proficiency in a supportive environment. Community 
Employment connects individuals to jobs with local 
employers, offering on-the-job coaching and ongoing 
support to ensure long-term success. Enterprise 
Services, our in-house employment program, 
provides paid work opportunities where associates 
take on real production tasks while continuing to 
grow and cross-train.

      A shining example of Enterprise in action is 
David Olson, a long-time participant with 
Empowering Abilities. David is proud of what he 
does—and especially proud of earning a paycheck. 
As he puts it best: “Payday = Money, Money, 
Money!” 

     David is cross-trained across many Enterprise 
jobs, including cutting paper, boxing parts, running 
the auto-bagger, stapling boxes with the foot 
stapler, packing pallets, labeling parts, and more. 
Staff regularly share that David is willing to use his 
skills wherever he’s needed most—making him a 
valued and dependable member of the team.

     Over more than two decades, David’s journey 
with Empowering Abilities has continued to evolve. 
He previously worked in the sheltered workshop and 
is now a resident of Endeavor Living, sharing a home 
with three roommates. Since joining the residential 

program, David has experienced significant 
improvements in his health and overall quality of 
life.

     Because of his participation in both Enterprise 
and community-supported living, David’s life 
experiences have expanded in exciting ways—
including travel around the globe. One highlight? 
A recent vacation to Hawaii, where he especially 
loved the leis. He’s already saving up for his next 
trip.

     Outside of work, David enjoys bowling and 
proudly competes in the Special Olympics. In his 
downtime, he also loves watching TV and movies—
particularly anything starring his favorite superhero, 
Spider‑Man.

      David’s story reflects what Employment 
Services at Empowering Abilities are all about: 
meaningful work, growing independence, and living 
a full, connected life. We’re proud of David—and of 
the many individuals whose talents, determination, 
and contributions strengthen our organization and 
our community every day.

Performance objectives for 
Employment Services during the period 
October 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025

On a scale of 1-4:
Were offered access to community activities: 3.9      

Were made aware of options to access the community 3.6
Increased their independence: 3.8
Achieved at least one goal: 3.8

Were offered choice of activities: 3.7
Were satisfied with their community access: 3.5

Were overall satisfied with services: 3.7

Number served: 51
Intakes: 4



     Each year, Empowering Abilities proudly 
honors individuals whose dedication, perseverance, 
and compassion bring our mission to life. At our 
Annual Recognition Dinner, we celebrate excellence 
across our programs—recognizing staff members who 
go above and beyond in their roles, participants who 
demonstrate personal growth and achievement, and 
one exceptional individual whose legacy reflects the 
very heart of our organization.

     The Staff Excellence Awards recognize 
outstanding employees from each program area 
whose leadership, professionalism, and commitment 
elevate the care and support we provide every day. 
The Participant Achievement Awards honor 
individuals who have shown meaningful progress, 
independence, and personal growth—celebrating 
milestones that reflect determination, resilience, and 
success.

     The evening also includes the presentation of 
the Gary Ashcraft Memorial Award, our highest 
honor. This award recognizes an employee who 
embodies Gary Ashcraft’s enduring legacy of 
integrity, kindness, teamwork, and unwavering 
dedication to Empowering Abilities.

     Together, these awards highlight the people who 
make Empowering Abilities a place where individuals 
are supported, celebrated, and empowered to thrive.

		  Jesse Ashford – Residential Center 	
		  Participant Achievement Award
		  Jesse Ashford was recognized for his 	
		  incredible positivity and strength. 
		  Active in both Daily Discovery and 
Residential services, Jesse brings joy to everyday 
moments through his laughter, love of tractors, and 
warm connections with peers and staff. His cheerful 
spirit is a bright light in our community.

		  Crystal Castile – Residential 
		  Center Staff Excellence Award 
		  Crystal Castile was honored for her 	
		  outstanding leadership and dedication 	
		  within the Residential Center. Since 

Honoring the Heart of 
Empowering Abilities

joining Empowering Abilities in 2020, she has 
trained more than 100 staff members, supported 
exceptional retention rates, and consistently 
provided compassionate, high-quality care. Crystal’s 
impact is felt across the organization every day.

		  Jill Sobie – Daily Discovery 
		  Participant Achievement Award 
		  With nearly four decades at 
		  Empowering Abilities, Jill Sobie was 	
		  celebrated for her calm presence, 
adaptability, and steady commitment through years 
of growth and change. Respected by peers and 
loved by those she serves, Jill’s kindness and quiet 
strength continue to make a lasting difference.

		  Brittanee Ashby – Daily Discovery 	
		  Staff Excellence Award 
		  Brittanee Ashby was recognized for 	
		  her versatility, enthusiasm, and 
		  unwavering support of participants. 
From leading morning dance parties to mentoring 
in Autism classrooms and helping in Group Homes, 
Brittanee brings energy, compassion, and reliability 
to every role she fills.

		  Mark Belgarde – Endeavor Living 	
		  Participant Achievement Award
		  Mark Belgarde was honored for his 	
		  positive spirit, independence, and 
		  active engagement in the community. 
A proud Special Olympics athlete, Mark embraces 
new opportunities with grace and determination, 
inspiring those around him through his kindness, 
perseverance, and commitment to personal growth.

		  Trena McCartney – Endeavor 
		  Living Staff Excellence Award
		  Trena McCartney was recognized for 	
		  her compassionate leadership, 
		  advocacy, and attention to detail. 
Whether supporting participants at events or 
ensuring individual needs are met, Trena’s reliabil-
ity and dedication embody the heart of Endeavor 
Living.

6  |  Winter 2026



Winter 2026  |  7

		  Quinn Adams – Employment
		  Services Participant Achievement 	
		  Award
		  Quinn Adams was celebrated for his 	
		  strong work ethic and independence 
in his role as a Front of Store Attendant at Target. 
Known for his positive attitude and reliability, Quinn 
continues to thrive in the workplace and make a 
positive impression throughout the community.

		  Todd Goldsberry – Gary Ashcraft 	
		  Memorial Award Recipient
		  Todd Goldsberry, Environmental 
		  Services Director at Empowering 
		  Abilities, was named the 2025 Gary 
Ashcraft Memorial Award—an honor reserved for 
team members who exemplify integrity, compassion, 
teamwork, and unwavering dedication. With more 
than 30 years of experience, Todd is the steady force 
behind the scenes who keeps our facilities safe, 
welcoming, and running smoothly. In 2025, Todd faced 
a serious health challenge that reminded all of us just 
how deeply he is woven into the fabric of Empowering 
Abilities. His absence was felt not only in daily 
operations, but in the spirit of our organization. His 
return was met with gratitude and joy—a powerful 
reflection of his resilience, the strength of our 
community, and the positive impact he has on 
everyone around him. Todd’s work goes far beyond 
fixing what’s broken. He brings dignity to every 
space, pride to every project, and kindness to every 
interaction. His commitment reflects the very values 
this award represents, and we are proud to honor 
Todd Goldsberry as this year’s Gary Ashcraft 
Memorial Award recipient.

Don’t miss the full stories behind the honors!
Scan the QR code or visit the Empowering Abilities 
YouTube Channel to watch the videos featuring each 
of our deserving honorees. Their journeys, impact, and 
moments of pride deserve the spotlight—and trust us, 
they’re worth the watch!

Watch the playlist here:
YouTube Playlist – Honoree Features

www.tinyurl.com/2025Recognition
DinnerVideos 

  

     We are thankful for the people who help guide 
and support our mission.

     We are pleased to welcome three new 
members to our Board of Directors: Tracy 
Lindaman, Kendra Mulcahy Glazier, and Eric 
Langan. Each brings valuable experience, strong 
community connections, and a shared commitment 
to inclusion and service. Their leadership will help 
guide Empowering Abilities as we continue to 
support individuals with disabilities in living, 
working, and thriving in our community.

     We thank all of our board members—past and 
present—for their service, leadership, and continued 
belief in the mission of Empowering Abilities.

Leadership and 
Gratitude

Tracy Lindaman

Kendra 
Mulcahy Glazier

Eric Langan



     Each year, Empowering Abilities proudly honors 
individuals and organizations whose generosity, 
advocacy, and leadership have made a lasting 
impact on our mission. Our Hall of Fame inductees 
embody the very heart of Empowering Abilities—
championing inclusion, strengthening community, 
and helping create opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities to thrive.

     This year’s inductees represent the power of 
partnership, service, and courageous storytelling. 
Together, they reflect the many ways support shows 
up—and the profound difference it makes.

Knights of Columbus Hispanic Council 14131

     For many years, the Knights of Columbus 
Hispanic Council 14131 has stood shoulder to 
shoulder with Empowering Abilities, offering 
unwavering support, kindness, and a heartfelt 
commitment to creating opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities.

     Their dedication shines most visibly through their 
annual Tootsie Roll sales—a cherished tradition that 
continues to make a meaningful impact year after 
year. Through countless volunteer hours and tireless 

Hall of Fame: A
Legacy of Support

effort, the Knights turn a simple gesture into vital 
funding that strengthens programs, fuels 
experiences, and brings joy to the individuals and 
families we serve.

     What makes this partnership especially 
meaningful is the spirit behind it. The Knights of 
Columbus Hispanic Council 14131 gives generously 
with humility, sincerity, and a deep belief in the 
power of community. Their actions embody the core 
values of the Knights—charity, unity, fraternity, and 
service—uplifting not only Empowering Abilities, but 
the entire Quad Cities region.

     This year, we are proud to honor the Knights of 
Columbus Hispanic Council 14131 as members of the 
Empowering Abilities Hall of Fame. Their loyalty, 
generosity, and enduring partnership have left a
lasting mark, and we are deeply grateful for every 
year they have walked alongside us.
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Members of the Knights of 
Columbus Hispanic Council 
14131 accept their induction 
into the Empowering 
Abilities Hall of Fame, 
honoring years of generosity, 
volunteerism, and steadfast 
commitment to creating 
opportunities for individuals 
with disabilities.

The Hall of Fame wall at 
Empowering Abilities—celebrating 
decades of partnership, service, 
and community impact.
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Modern Woodmen of America

     For decades, Modern Woodmen has been a steady 
and trusted supporter of Empowering Abilities—
showing up year after year with generosity, leadership, 
and a genuine commitment to building a more 
connected and inclusive community.

     Their impact can be felt across nearly every 
part of our organization. Modern Woodmen team 
members have volunteered at countless events, served 
on the HANDS Auxiliary, and taken on meaningful 
leadership roles on our Board of Directors. Through 
their time, expertise, and dedication, they have helped 
strengthen programs, support operations, and expand 
opportunities for the individuals and families we serve.

     Their support also extends through ongoing 
financial investments in our mission. From event 
sponsorships and donations to participation in
 fundraising efforts like golf outings, trivia nights, 
seasonal campaigns, and community celebrations, 
Modern Woodmen consistently helps ensure our events 
are not only successful—but joyful and welcoming for 
all.

     Behind the scenes, their print shop has provided 
discounted services as an act of community service, 
elevating our communications and outreach. This 
support allows us to better share our stories, connect 
with families, and raise awareness throughout the 
Quad Cities—amplifying our mission in powerful ways.

   

  We are proud to welcome Modern Woodmen of 
America into the Empowering Abilities Hall of Fame, 
honoring their legacy of service, leadership, and 
community spirit—and their enduring belief in “people 
helping people.”

Wendy McDonagh

     While our organizational partners demonstrate the 
power of collective action, Wendy McDonagh reminds 

us of the extraordinary impact one courageous 
voice can have.

     Wendy is a passionate and heartfelt advocate 
for Empowering Abilities, generously sharing her 
family’s story with honesty, warmth, and deep love. 
Through lunch-and-learn conversations and from 
the Empower Hour stage, Wendy has bravely 
stepped outside her comfort zone to speak from 
the heart—reaching and inspiring countless people 
across our community.

     Wendy is always eager to talk about
Empowering Abilities because it allows her to 
share the extraordinary light of her son, Danny. For 
the past 12 years, Danny has been a participant at 
Empowering Abilities. Wendy speaks openly about 
her family’s journey—one without traditional 
milestones, yet rich with celebrations of who 
Danny is: sweet, joyful, profoundly autistic, virtually 
non-verbal, and living with a seizure disorder and 
significant intellectual disabilities. As Wendy 
lovingly shares, he is “our perfect boy… a bundle of 
love and the light of our lives.”

     Each weekday, Danny arrives at our Brady 
Street location and is welcomed with open arms. 
Even on challenging days—when Danny may feel 
overstimulated or overwhelmed—he is accepted 
without question. As Wendy beautifully describes 
it: “Always supported. Always understood. Always 
loved.” His days are filled with creativity, 
connection, activity, and compassionate care.

     Through her advocacy, Wendy reminds us that 
Empowering Abilities is more than a program—it is 
a community. A place where adults with disabilities 
are celebrated for who they are, families feel seen 
and supported, and everyone has a place “to be 
happy.” 

     We are honored to welcome Wendy McDonagh 
into the Empowering Abilities Hall of Fame for her 
compassion, courage, and the powerful voice she 
lends to our mission.

Members of the Modern 
Woodmen of America team 
accept their induction into 
the Empowering Abilities Hall 
of Fame, honoring decades 
of leadership, service, and 
a steadfast commitment to 
building an inclusive and 
connected community.

Hall of Fame Honoree 
Wendy McDonagh, 
pictured here with her 
husband Kevin, 
celebrates this well-
deserved recognition 
for her dedication and 
service to Empowering 
Abilities.



     Meaningful partnerships are built on shared 
values, authentic relationships, and a belief that 
stronger communities emerge when everyone is 
included. That spirit is at the heart of the 
partnership between Empowering Abilities and 
Carpetland USA—and it’s one we’re proud to 
highlight.

     For Eric Langan, owner of Carpetland USA, 
partnering with Empowering Abilities was a natural 
fit. “First and foremost, Empowering Abilities serves 
a tremendous need in the Quad Cities and 
surrounding communities,” Eric shared. “I’ve always 
admired the people involved—their attitudes toward 
life, relationships, and challenges are truly inspiring. 
We could all learn a lot from their example.”

     The partnership has grown in both meaningful 
and practical ways. Carpetland USA has supported 
flooring projects across Empowering Abilities’ 
residential and commercial properties, helping create 
safe, welcoming spaces. The company has also 
partnered with Empowering Abilities’ Enterprise 
program to produce branded apparel for 
Carpetland USA’s warehouse staff. “They do a great 
job,” Eric noted. “And beyond the work itself, there’s 
a real sense of goodwill that comes from partnering 
with such an impactful organization.”

     When asked what sets Empowering Abilities 
apart, Eric’s answer was simple: people. “From 
leadership and staff to residents and participants, 
people are their greatest strength,” he said. “They 
create a sense of community where everyone feels 
welcomed—and empowered.”

     Eric believes partnerships like this have a ripple 
effect. “I hope our collaboration positively impacts 
those served by Empowering Abilities, their loved 
ones, and the broader community. I’m a big believer 
in the ‘it takes a village’ mentality.”

Partner Spotlight: 
Carpetland USA

     We are also pleased to share that Eric has 
recently joined the Empowering Abilities Board 
of Directors. “I’m looking forward to actively 
engaging as a board member and advocating for 
this wonderful organization,” he said.

     Would he recommend partnering with
 Empowering Abilities? “Absolutely,” Eric added. 
“Visit a location, attend the annual golf outing, 
volunteer for a day—and you’ll see why.”

     We are grateful for Carpetland USA’s 
partnership and thrilled to welcome Eric Langan 
to our Board. Together, we’re building inclusive 
spaces, stronger connections, and a more 
empowered community.
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Our Thanks Goes To

The Boosters – Holiday Fun 
We’re so thankful to the Boosters Organization for 
making unforgettable moments possible for our 
participants! Our community enjoys amazing events 
throughout the year, including the annual Halloween 
and Christmas dances, the Valentine’s Day dance, and 
other fun social gatherings. Their dedication brings joy 
and connection to so many, and we truly appreciate 
their continued support in creating these special 
experiences!

Davenport Police Association – 
Thanksgiving Tradition
We deeply appreciate the Davenport Police Association 
for continuing their wonderful tradition of hosting a 
Thanksgiving Turkey Dinner for our staff and 
participants. Their kindness and commitment create 
a warm, festive atmosphere that makes the holiday 
season truly special for everyone. Thank you for 
bringing joy and togetherness to our community year 
after year! 

Holiday Giving – Brittany’s Gifts, Jeff & 
Linda Manders, and the Elves
A huge shoutout to Brittany’s Gifts, Jeff and Linda 
Manders, and the amazing “Elves” from Davenport West, 
North, and Central High Schools for making the 
holidays brighter! Their generosity through thoughtful 
gifts, hygiene essentials, and activity supplies bring 
comfort and joy to individuals in our Residential Cen-
ter and Group Homes. Thank you for spreading cheer 
and making a difference!

SAU Bee Adaptive & Inclusive Club – 
Students at Halloween Dance
A big thank you to the SAU Bee Adaptive & Inclusive students 
for bringing their incredible energy and creativity to our 
Halloween and Christmas dances! Their enthusiasm and 
commitment to inclusion made these events truly special, 
filling the room with laughter, smiles, and unforgettable 
memories. We appreciate their support in helping us create 
fun, welcoming celebrations for everyone!

HANDS Annual Donation – $39,500 at  
Recognition Event
We are thrilled to recognize the incredible impact of  
HANDS Auxiliary! Through their dedication and annual 
fundraising efforts, they contributed an outstanding 
$39,500 to Empowering Abilities, presented during our 
annual Recognition Dinner. This generous support helps 
us create meaningful opportunities and enrich the lives of 
those we serve every day. Thank you, HANDS Auxiliary, for 
your unwavering commitment to making a difference!

Knights of Columbus Hispanic Council 14131 
– Tootsie Roll Drive Donation
We’re grateful to the Knights of Columbus Hispanic Council 
14131  for their incredible generosity! Thanks to the 
proceeds from their annual Tootsie Roll Drive, we’re able to 
provide programs and services that make a real difference 
for individuals with disabilities. Your continued support 
helps create opportunities and enrich lives in our 
community—thank you for standing with us!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
UNRESTRICTED GIFT
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Joan Fulton
Ms. Kathy Halter
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. and Karen  
   Ossian
Dr. Katherine Bodenbender
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy and Jennifer  
   Donohoe
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey and Susie Seitz
Mr. J. Hobart Darbyshire
Mr. and Mrs. John and Margaret Rich
Mrs. Connie Lampe Voelliger
Ms. Jill Renihan
Mrs. Shirley Fieweger
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan and Dianne  
   Cameron
Mrs. Jeanne Wonio
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Connie  
   Kassewitz
Mrs. Andrea Kimmerle
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Sue Rector
Galesburg Community Foundation  
   – Bayer Family Community  
   Advancement Fund
Mr. Ken Koupal
Mr. David Piskorik
Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Teresa Smith
Mr. David B. Dueker
Mr. and Mrs. Lance and Jennifer Leslie
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Carol  
   Lampe-Gehrmann
Cinderella Cellar
ORA Orthopedics	
Mr. and Mrs. Stan and Sharon Griffin
Quad Cities Community Foundation –  
   Wessels Charitable Endowment
Quad Cities Community Foundation –  
   Paul E. Freund Fund 
Knights of Columbus Council #15430
Knights of Columbus Hispanic Council      
   #14131
HANDS Auxiliary	
Mr. and Mrs. John and Mary Stavnes
Mrs. Joyce Baustian
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon and Ashley  
   Stanton
Mark and Kathy Kaczmarek
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and Nicole  
   Koellner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Janet  
   McCabe
Dr. and Mrs. Richard and Judy Kreiter
Ms. Susan Bullock

Quad Cities Community Foundation –  
   Dan and Jenny Molyneaux  
   Charitable Giving Fund
Mr.  Michael Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Howard and Jean  
   Berchtold
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Davison
Mr. Ryan Mangels
Anonymous	
Ms. Gwen Lax
Mr. and Mrs. David and Kristine  
   Hutchcroft
Thrivent Financial	
Mr. James Mehner
Mr. and Mrs. Barrie and Marge Smith
Mrs. Janice Enders
Ms. Nancy Ketelaar
Mr. and Mrs. David and Linda Emrick
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Becky Beard
Mr. and Mrs. Joe and Tricia Judge
Modern Woodmen of America	
Mr. and Mrs. Vic and Kathy Quinn
Mr. Jerry Schadel
Dr. and Mrs. Charles and Deborah  
   Cassel
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and Linda  
   Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Doug and Linda Wescom
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and Nancy  
   Von Maur
Mr. Gary Loss

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
RESTRICTED GIFT
Mr. and Ms. Jeff and Marie Hassel
Mr. and Mrs. Mick and Jody Mapes
Ms. Linda Kay Ahrens
Mr. and Mrs. Cody and Kim Allen
Kathleen & Joseph Laird
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Crista Ashcraft
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest and Nancy  
   Ashcraft

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
DONATION TO THE  
ENDOWMENT
Mr. and Mrs. Craig and Laura Levien
Mrs. Mary Luebke
Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Teri Crane
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Janet Melchert

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
DONATION TOWARDS THE 
GREATEST NEED
Mr. Barry Anderson
Mrs. L. Maureen Argo
Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Barbara  
   Arland Fye
Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Cheryl Arp
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Jody Bley
Mr. and Mrs. Donald and Lauri Blough
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and Mona  
   Cassatt
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene and Mary Collins
Ms. Chris Cournoyer
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Carolyn Deere
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy and Geri Dugan
Mrs. Pat Ferrell
Mr. Louie Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Chris Gallin
Ms. Catherine	 Gehrmann
Mrs. Kendra Glazier
Mr. and Mrs. Todd and Julie Grady
Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Kathleen Grask
Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Julie Hamilton
Leah Hance
Mrs. Sue Hart
Mr. and Ms. Jeff and Marie Hassel
Mr. and Mrs. Nick and Alise Haut
Mr. and Mrs. Martin and Barbara  
   Hawley
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy and Kathy  
   Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Todd and Lori Johnson
Mrs. Carolyn Judge
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Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Ann Kappeler
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and Susan Karlix
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and Diane  
   Ketelaar
Mrs. Vicki Kohl
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Carol  
   Lampe-Gehrmann
Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Jennifer Langan
Ms. Diane Lannan
Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Elizabeth  
   Lemek
Mr. and Mrs. Donald and Lori Lower
Mr. Curtis Lundy
Mr. and Mrs. Sean and Sally McAleer
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin and Rita  
   McRoberts
Mr. and Mrs. Don and Bev Meyer
Ms. Mary Michl
Mr. Jerry Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Ken and Cathy Miller
Mr. Scott Miller
Mr. and Mrs. David and Gretchen  
   Mills
Dr. and Mrs. J.D. and Kristin Moon
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin and Chris Motto
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Nobis
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Laurie  
   Nusbaum
Mr. Timothy O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. John & Julie Oliger
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Olsen
Mr .and Mrs. Steve Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Cathy Paaske
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Jennifer  
   Pacha
Mr. and Mrs. Ross and Carol Paustian
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ping
Mr. and Mrs. J. Peter and Pat Scheble
Mr. and Mrs. Duane and Cheryl  
   Schipull
Mr. Steven Schuster

Ann Schwickerath
Mr. and Mrs. Bob and Laurie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Evelyn Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Brannon and Hilary  
   Spengler
Christine Splan
Mr. and Mrs. John and Shirley Stuart
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby and Betty Ann  
   Upshaw
Mrs. Collette Vonderhaar
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Renee  
   Wade
Mr. Reggie Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Mary Yenger
Main Healthcare Pharmacy	

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  
IN-KIND DONATION
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie and Lori  
   Dierickx
Mr. and Mrs. Tim and Lauri  
   Flanagan
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Carol  
   Lampe-Gehrmann
Ms. Ann Ripslinger
Mr. Jerry Schadel
Von Maur Corp.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
DONATION TOWARDS THE 
REIMAGINING DAILY 
DISCOVERY EAST PROJECT
Ms. Jeanette Amidon
Mrs. Charlotte Rock
Mr. and Mrs. Mike and Jan Peters
Nguyet	Pham
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey and Karyn Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Dave and Kelly Coiner
Mr. and Mrs. David and Paula  
   McPherson
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis and Sherry  
   Blake

Ms. Clarice Wellendorf
Mr. and Mrs. John and Jill Guenther
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Cyndyann  
   Whitney

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT 
IN HONOR OF
Mr. Bob & Mary Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Steven and Marcia Ott
Brenda Hansen
Mr. Wayne Hansen
Brendan McAleer 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. & Mary E.  
   McAleer
Carrie Czupka
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Lois Czupka
Chad Manternach
Scott County Regional Authority
Darren Greenlee
Mr. and Mrs. John and Linda  
   Greenlee
Dave & Jane Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Steven and Marcia Ott
Eileen Estrem
Ms. Nancy Ketelaar
Empowering Abilities Staff
Mr. Clint Czupka
Gary and Barbara Stolley
Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Ann Stolley  
   Schiefelbein
The Holiday Season Lois, Rick and  
   Carrie Czupka
Mr. and Mrs. Cory Czupka
Mr. and Mrs. Craig and Kimberly  
   Czupka
Jake Skonieczny
Mr. Marc Carlson
Jim Grove
Christine Splan
Marty Suhl
Mr. and Mrs. James and Linda  
   Hoepner
Matt Huston
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Mary  
   Huston



14  |  Winter 2026

Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Diane  
   Hartwig
Medical Advocates & House Staff
Mr. and Mrs. John and Christina Tigges
Nicholas Gerber
Mrs. Kathy Gerber
The Manders Family
Mrs. Maggie Kraehling
Todd Grady
Ascentra Credit Union on behalf of  
   Emily Grady
Todd Medd
James and Codie Epps
Jim Burgess
Jack, Family of Linda Jager
Linda Jager 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT IN 
MEMORY OF
Albert & Marie Brus
Ms. Mary Brus
Albert & Marie Brus, George &  
   Rose Marie Pauwels, Irene  
   DeMeulenaere, Lori Hambright
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard and Ruth Brus
Alice Elliott
Allyson Elliott
Bev, Leo, and Kathy Kerker
Mr. and Mrs. Dave and Alice Jones
Ms. Barb Wallace
Mr. and Mrs.Michael and Kathleen  
   Kerker
Bill McAfoos Sr. 
Mrs. Pat McAfoos

Bob, Betty, & Suzie Duax and  
   Randy & Carolyn Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Carl and Kathy  
   Anderson
Brant Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby and Cindy Lowe
Carolyn Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Mary Ellen
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and Melinda
Robert Bousselot and Cesaltina
Mr. and Mrs. Jay and Lisa
Mr. Jeff Kunkel
Ms. Lynda Arndt
Ms. Jane Bergert
Mr. and Mrs. Glen and Lori Bentley
Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Mary Ellen  
   Blunck
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and Melinda  
   Bradley
Robert Bousselot and Cesaltina  
   Martins
Mr. and Mrs. Jay and Lisa Lofgren
Charley & Marian Breinich
Mr. John Breinich
Cy, Mary, and Richard Kunkel
Ms. Patricia Mann
David Andresen
Mr. and Mrs. John and Sandra  
   Andresen
Dennis Endresen
Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Faith Endresen
Fran and John Mayeski
Mark E. and Kimberly C. Mayeski  
   Giving Fund 
Gail Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Craig and Nancy Foster
Gary Ashcraft
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Shari Cole
Gerald Shook; Ed, Val & John  
   Carstensen; Linda Schroeder; Joyce  
   McAllister, Ken & Allan  
   Carstensen, Earl Edward Floren
Mrs. Judy Shook
Glenn, Ardis, and Greg Viviani and  
   Betty Lange
Ms. Lisa McKirgan
Gloria Williams
Ms. Linda Kay Ahrens

Jack Lindaman
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew and Tracy  
   Lindaman
Jane Ott
Mrs. Margaret Bush
Joe & Joyce McAllister
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McAllister
John Carstensen
Anonymous  
John Dean
Mrs. Barbara Orfitelli
John Dierickx
Sharyl & Larry Banowetz
Kari Glines
Ms. Lori Danielson
Ms. Judith Danielson
Larry Vogt
Mrs. Terry Vogt
Leo & Louise Greco
Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Judy Greco
Linda Hartzell
Ms. Bonnie Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Patricia  
   Heber
Lisa Wescom
Mary Lou & Richard Baumgartner
Mr. Darryl Patton
Ms. Patricia Speth
Mr. and Mrs. George and Jo Ellen  
   Loerzel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Jullie  
   Carroll
Ms. Kay Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel and Deb  
   Testroet
Mr. and Mrs. Mick and Jody Mapes
Mr. Michael Flynn
Anonymous	
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Crista Ashcraft
Lorraine Sobie
Mrs. Diane Jackson
Louis Power
Mr. David Power
Lynn Schloemer and Elmer &  
   Evonita Hamann
Mr. and Mrs. Denny and Nancie  
   Hebbel
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Marcella Schwenker
Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Diane 
Hartwig
Mary Beth Ford
Mr. Kevin J. Ford
Patricia Hart
William Wernz and Ann Hart Wernz
Michael Hart
Ms. Therese Hart
Ms. Linda Hart
William Wernz and Ann Hart Wernz
Thom Hart
Ms. Therese Hart
Oscar & Jody Hawley
Mr. and Mrs. Ed and Sandy Winborn
Pat Hansen
Mr. Wayne Hansen
Patricia Scheckel
Mr. and Mrs. Doug and Barbara  
   Collins
Patty Oldsen, Ron Hoffman, and  
   Bill Smyser
Ms. Linda Kay Ahrens
Paul Rickman
Mr. and Mrs. Ron and Tar Rickman

Richard Fleischman
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Lois Czupka
Robert Engelmann
Mr. Tom Engelmann
Ron Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Crista Ashcraft
Roy Guldenpfennig
Mr. and Mrs. James and Kathy  
   Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Lois Czupka
Mr. and Mrs. Curt and Colleen  
   Czupka
Mr. and Mrs. Cory Czupka
Ruth Braren
Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Sue Rector
Sara Ann Mech
Mr. and Mrs. George and Mae Mech
Sister Mary Anita Pauwels
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard and Ruth Brus
Susan Macumber
Mr. Paul Prough
Suzie Duax
Mr. and Mrs. Dan and Pat Duax
The Kerker Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken and Carol Kerker
Thomas Hagge

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie & Lori Dierickx
Tom Otting
Mr. Charles Kinney
Molly Otting
Victor Bunge
Mr. Charles Kinney
Wayne & Lorraine Lowden & Steven  
   Lowden
Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Karen Holden

Donations listed were received from 
October 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025. Every 
attempt is made to accurately recognize all 
gifts; however, if you spot an error or omission, 
please contact the development office at 
563-391-4834. Thank you for your generosity.

Grateful for Grants

Thank You, Scott County  
Regional Authority!
We are incredibly grateful to the 
Scott County Regional Authority for 
awarding us a generous grant of 
$35,000 to support our Reimagining 
Daily Discovery East project. Your 
investment helps us create 
innovative, engaging spaces that 
empower individuals and enhance 
their daily experiences. Thank you 
for making a lasting impact in our 
community!
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Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors

2026 Empowering 
Abilities Golf Outing 
Where Every Swing
Creates Opportunity

Monday, June 1, 2026
Davenport Country Club

$250 per Golfer | $1,000 per Foursome

Sponsorship opportunities available!
Contact: Amber Wood
amberwood@empoweringabilities.org 
563-391-4834, ext. 139

To learn more, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/Empowering
AbilitiesGolf2026

Your participation helps 
create opportunities, build 
independence, and change 
lives for individuals with 
disabilities.


