MPOWERING

ABILITIES

ing Opportunities.
hanging Lives.




THE PEOPLE
POWERING OUR PROGRESS

Jeff Hassel, Chairman
Todd Grady, Vice Chair
Jody Mapes, Vice Chair

Samantha Schulze, Treasurer

Patrick Olsen, Secretary

Cody Allen

Thomas Bley

Jody Britton In this edition:
Cameron Davidson

Jessica Daniel- Clark He's Got My Votel

Lauri Flanagan

Todd Johnson A Quarterly Snapshot:
Joe Judge The Residential Center and Group Homes

Greg Kautz HANDS Auxiliary Golf Outing
Ann Kappeler
Nathan Kessler We Are Fami|y

MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scott Kurfz, Birdies For Charity
Lance Leslie
Linda Manders Our Thanks Goes To

Dan Molyneaux Donor Recognition
Scott Naumann

Tim O'Neill

Carrie Ott Devine
Steve VanDerSchaaf

Jeff Ashcraft,
Empowering Abilities
President / CEO

Cover: Group Home Manager Shelley
Nordeen and Kathy Kindle enjoy a
night of dancing and celebration at
the Residential Center.

As a premier service
provider, we passionately
advocate on behalf of
individuals with disabilities
by creating opportunities

OUR MISSION

for them to succeed,
to achieve, to grow,
and to be happy.

Jason Gesling shakes
the hand of Katy Decker

while trying to drum up
votes.
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He's Got My Votel

If you're like me, the last thing you want to think
about is election season. The TV commercials, cable
talking heads, and incessant social media posts that
never sway anyone’s opinion, and yet, |'ve become
excited about one presidential candidate.

Before you lose your mind wondering whether I'm

endorsing “your guy” or the “other guy’, | promise you

this is one candidate you are going to want to read
more about!

Jason is a very charismatic and
ambitious young man, he is
brigh’r, well versed in
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Empowering Abilities President/CEO

current events, commands a microphone like no o’rher,
and is passionate about making sure funding for
disability services continues. Sounds almost too good to
be true, right? Oh, and one more thing, he happens to
have Downs Syndrome. You see, Jason is a participant
at Empowering Abilities, and he will tell you he is run-
ning for the most powerful job in the world - President
of the United States! His nickname is Moose, and his
campaign s|ogon is: LET THE MOOSE LOOSE.

Jason has already selected his running mate, our
very own Chief Administration Officer, Carol Foster
has been named as his Vice-Presidential nominee.
He has designated other positions for his cabinet,
cherry picking some of the best Empowering Abilities
personnel staff, including his own Secret Service detail.
He is putting Jroge’rher a comprehensive and
compassionate team!

Even Jrhough he is a very ghc’red po|ificicm, Jason
receives a variety of services Through Empowering
Abilities. He attends day services in our Daily Discovery
program several days each week, where he participates
in a variety of activities. He is especio”y fond of outdoor
and sports activities, which makes sense because he is a
huge supporter of everything related to lowa Hawkeye
athletics. Jason also has just started participating in
our prevoco’riono| program where he is |eorning how to
apply for and work in community-based jobs. He very
much desires to be an active and contributing member
of society.

When | asked him why he was running for President
of the United States, his response was enlightening and
insightful. I believe that people with Downs Syndrome
are very copob|e of o|oing many ’rhings and can |'1e||o
America move forward. This is very important fo me,
and | want our community to understand.”

If only our prospective elected leaders could view
the world through Jason's eyes. They might find a hope
they never knew they could realize and understand that
making our country great is possible if we just could
learn to be more like him. Jason may never make it to
the White House, but he absolutely makes a difference
in the lives of every person he meets.

For me, the choice is simple - it's
time to let loose the moose.
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Performance objectives
for the Residential Center (RC)
and group homes (GH) during the
period January 1 to March 31, 2024:

Total number of persons served: GH (22), RC (57)

Rated on a 4-point sco/e, pen(ormcmce objecﬁves
were achieved at the fo//owing levels:
Individuals were offered access to community activities -
GH (3.7), RC (3.6)

Individuals increased their independence - GH (4), RC (3.7)
Individuals were made aware of options for other services -
GH (4), RC (4)

Individuals were offered choices - GH (3.5), RC (4)
Individuals were overall satisfied with their amount of
access to community activities - GH (3.2), RC (3.1)

Individuals were satisfied with overall services -

GH (3.5), RC (4)

A Quarterly Snapshot:
The Residential Center

and Group Homes

Some exciting ‘rhings are hoppening to enrich
the lives of folks at the Residential Center and
Group Homes.

The courtyard at the heart of the Residential
Center is undergoing a transformation, promising
a vibrant and inclusive space for all. Scheduled for
a revamp, the cour’ryord will soon boast new tile
and turf Hooring, enhoncing both aesthetic oppeo|
and functionality. But that's not all - the redesign
includes two covered eating areas equipped with
wheelchair-accessible ’rob|es, catering to the
diverse needs of the residents.

In addition, new sensory stations are being
infroduced to the couriyord, providing inferactive
experiences for individuals of all abilities. A storage
shed will also be installed to house outdoor
activities, ensuring easy access and organization
for recreational activities.

The motivation behind these upgrodes is simp|e:
to create a functional environment out of currenHy
unusable space where participants can hgng out
and enjoy the outdoors.

The Residential Center has also begun providing
Daily Discovery services in their own building for
some of their residents. Rather than going to Daily
Discover East, this new set up allows residents
fo s|eep in a bit later, enjoy a more |eisure|y pace,
and avoid harsh weather elements in the winter
and summer.

Left: Support Staff Thelma Kiwala helps
Miki Bulington prepare dinner for her
housemates at the group home.

After a day of activities at Daily Discovery East.
Linda Craig unwinds with Amy Feldpausch at the
Residential Center.

They are still provided with a selection of
meoningfu|, engaging, and s|<i||—bui|o|ing activities,
but ’rney just get to enjoy them from the comfort of
their own home.

This year, the Residential Center and Group
Home folks enjoyed their very own Night to Shine
event. An unforge’r’rgb|e experience was created as
the Residential Center was transformed into a
dazzling prom-style venue for an in-house party.

Tiaras and boutonnieres adorned participants as
they walked the red carpet, posing for professiono|
pho’rogrophs, The o’rmosphere was electric, with
food and drinks ﬂowing as parficipants danced the
night away amidst enchanting decorations.

With a renewed emphasis on community activities
at the Residential Center and Group Homes,
parficipants can be a part of socialization,
recreation, and enrichment, which is opprecio’red by
all. From shared dinners with friends to lively games
of bingo, |ibrory frips, el W0|||<ing, shopping
excursions, and movie nighis, there's some’rhing for
everyone to enjoy.

These activities promote engagement within the
community and help residents live their best life.
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HANDS
Auxiliary Golf Outing

Monday, June 3, 2024

Crow Valley Golf Club | Davenport, IA
18 Hole Scramble | Shotgun Start at 12 p.m.
Lunch and registration from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.

To register, donate, or provide a sponsorship, go fo:
hf’rps://pr.onecouse.com/hono|sgo|f24

Cost is $225 per golfer or $900 per foursome and
includes:

+ Green fees, cart, and go|fer giH

+ Crow Valley Lunch

+ On-Course beverages

+ Pin event

+ Scoring prizes

+ After party with great food

Contact Lexi Keppy at 563-391-4834 or
|exikeppy@empoweringobi|i’ries.org with questions or
for more information.

Thank You to Our Early Sponsors
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We Are Family

They live Togefher and ‘rhey work fogeTher.

That's a lot of “togetherness’, more than even most

families, but somehow Maggie Oberhaus, Cindy
Graham, and Gail Geiger manage to pull it off.

All three ladies have been involved in the
Endeavor Living program for many years. They
have had other roommates and lived at other
|oco+ions, but their current situation seems to suit
them the best. With the help of Endeavor Living
sToH, ’rhey reside in a rented house, each with their
own bedroom. They are responsib|e fo pay rent,
keep their apartment clean, do their |ouno|ry, buy
groceries, and do some cooking—all with the help
of staff to the extent that he|p is needed. Shoring
those responsibi|iﬂes is an essential part of moking
the roommate ’rhing work, and ’rhey seem to have
figured that out. Maggie explains, “We each have
an area of the house that we clean. And we all
do our own laundry and clean our own bedrooms.”
Gail chimes in, “Our staff mostly help us with
budgeﬂng and bonking, grocery shopping and
how to operate our phones.”

Gail Geiger works on a job in Enterprise for
Little Trees Car Freshener.

Each Workdoy morning, They all get up, fix their
own breakfast and go to work at Enterprise. They
are among the 31 associates working in Enterprise.
Cindy often operates an auto bogger, seo|ing parts
in a po|ybog, but she also does many other pock-
aging jobs. Maggie and Gail work for a different
supervisor doing a wide variety of ossemb|y or
pockoging jobs. They all report satisfaction from
their work and from earning a poycheck that They
use tfo pay their rent, go shopping, and buy dog
supp|ies for their furry friend, Max.

During their time off, sometimes ’rhey go their
separate ways, sometimes not. Maggie and Cindy
like to go to the mall. Gail likes hanging out at her
friend’s house. Maggie and Gail participate in
Special Olympics. Cindy does not.

Not surprising|y, spending so much time Toge’rher
occasionally leads to disagreements. “We sometimes
don't get along, but we always make up. We're like
sisters,” says Maggie. "Yeah, we're like family,” Gail
and Cindy agree.

From left to right, Maggie, Gail,
Max (the dog), and Cindy hang

out in front of their home.
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Birdies For Charity

Q\RNESpo John Deere Classic July 1st
?_ through 7th
T
s The Empowering Abilities
\:’ Boosters are participating in

o

JOHN DEERE

CLASsIC the Birdies for Charity (BFC)
program, presenfed in
cooperation with the John
Deere Classic. When donations are made
through BFC using “Bird Number” 127,
Empowering Abilities receives 100% of the
donations pledged, plus a bonus from the BFC
Charity Bonus Fund, which is a guaranteed 5%
match and could be more.

For those who make BFC pledges, there are
also opportunities to win prizes by guessing the
number of birdies scored in the tournament.

Funds raised support Empowering Abilities
Booster-sponsored recreational activities for the
participants, special projects throughout the
programs, and staff appreciation events.

Clip the form here and send all pledge forms
to Birdies For Charity, 15623 Coal Town Road,
East Moline, IL 61244,

Forms will not be mailed out separately,
so please use the form provided here.

Tia Bullock and J) Nunnally enjoy a
delicious lunch provided by the Boosters.

Empowering Abilities

CHARITY SOLICITED FOR
127

BIRD NUMBER

| PLEDGE TO DONATE:

to the charity noted above.

L3

(one time, flat donation amount)

RDIES FOR CHARIIY BONUS FUNL
D Yes, | would like to make an additional donation to the

Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund in the amount of
S , to help provide the minimum 5%

match to all participating charities.

GUESS THE BIRDIES TO WIN A TWO YEAR
LEASE ON A 2023 LEXUS!

| guess that birdies will be made.

Only one grand prize will be awarded. Void where
prohibited by law. Guesses due by June 26.

BIRDIES SCORED BY YEAR

1,990 (2015) 2,355 (2018) 1,905 (2021)
1,982 (2016) 2,091(2019) 2,041(2022)
1,918 (2017) N/A (2020) 1,929 (2023)

PLEDGE & DONOR INFORMATION (please print)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE AND/OR EMAIL

Please include payment & make checks payable to:

BIRDIES FOR CHARITY




Our Thanks Goes To

Knights of Columbus Council
14131, TIX Foundation, Regional Development
Authority, Scott County Regional Authority, and
many individual donors

North Scott Rotary Club,
Catholic Service Board, Bettendorf Rotary Club,
HANDS Auxiliary, Boosters, and many generous
individual donors

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
IN KIND DONATION

Mr. Michael Oelerich

Mr. Michael DeBruyn

Ms. Vera Pewe

Ms. Jen Bowers

Hickory Creek Event Center

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry and Carrie DeVine
Ms. Kendra Mulcahy

Mrs. Jackie Ruggles

Northwest Bank & Trust Co.
Nick and Lexi Keppy

Mrs. Katrina Masakowski

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
DONATION TO THE
RESIDENTIAL CENTER
COURTYARD

Catholic Service Board

North Scott Rotary

Phillip and Carol Lampe-Gehrmann
Ms. Susan McPeters

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
DONATION TO THE
ENDOWMENT FUND

Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Anne Nagan

THANK YOU FOR YOUR

DONATION IN MEMORY OF

Ms. Barb Grady

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Crista Ashcraft

Carolyn Day

Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Mary Yenger

Chad Newton

Mr. and Mrs. Edward and Pattie
Volquardsen

Dewey Steele

Mr. and Mrs. Rick and Lois Czupka

Earl Oelerich

Ms. Diane Klimstra

Hunt Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Vic and Kathy Quinn

Jane Dohrman

Mrs. Sue Hart

Jim Benson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Barb Otting

Joel Justin

Jerry Justin

Marge Schumann

Brad and Cheryl Peterson

Randy Wortman

Mr. and Mrs. Carol and Steve Foster

Rhea Hambright

Mrs. Sue Hart

Richard Rudeen

Mr. and Mrs. Donald and Deborrah
Andersen

Steve Schebler

Ms. Mary Brus

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard and Ruth Brus

Sue Macumber

Mr. Henry Ketelaar

Jessica Walker

Tim and Mary Nonnenmann

Mrs. Barbara Morrissey

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Beth McAleer

Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Sue Bronzino

Mr. Rich Macumber

Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Sandra Nahrgang

Lynn and Jana Williams

Lonnie and Anita Williams

Arden Williams

Ms. Angela Fuller

Carol Howell

Ms. Bonnie Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Denita Nelson

Steve and Kathy Falkum

Ms. Melanie Pethtel

Mr. and Mrs. William and Kathleen
McCurry

Ryan Macumber

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Crista Ashcraft

Carla Hussey

Nicholas Ruble

Amy Anderson

Donna Ruble

Wendy Laude

Marisa lannazzo

Michael Hart

Ms. Linda Hart

Ann Hart Wernz and William Wernz

Thom Hart

Ms. Linda Hart

Tracy Weatherby

Ann Hart Wernz and William Wernz

Mr. and Mrs. Andy and Jane Trasowech

Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Mary Rehmann

Mrs. Jeanne Wonio

Thomas Jackson and Janet Burgett Jackson

Mrs. Mary Orr

Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Chris Gallin
Mary Cormier

Danielle Waterfield

Wayne Montgomery

Tracy Bolton
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Cathy Paaske

THANK YOU FOR YOUR

UNRESTRICTED DONATION

Allstate Foundation

Ms. Teresa Kimbel

Mr. and Mrs. James and Lori Elam

Mr. Barbara Korbelik

Ms. and Ms. Duane and Laurel Lohse

Mr. and Mrs. John and Tammy Loussaert

Mr. and Mrs. John and Rita Nagle

Mr. and Mrs. Wade and Carrie Stierwalt

Mr. and Mrs. David and Linda Emrick

Mr. and Mrs. James and Carol Bowe

Mrs. Marilyn LeBuhn

Linda Cunningham

Ms. Karen Rathje

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent and Marjorie
Schuster

St. Paul Lutheran Church

Anonymous

John and Bette Schmid Endowment Fund

Friends of the Bettendorf Library

Mrs. Pat O'Donnell

Mr. and Mrs. George and Karol Moore

Davenport Woman's Club Endowment
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn and Andrea Kimmerle
Ms. Susan Bullock

Mrs. Barbara Orfitelli

Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Connie Worrell
Davenport Breakfast Lions Club

Harry and Hilda Whalen Estate

Thrivent Financial

Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Mary Bloom

Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Sue Frese

Mr. and Mrs. Pete and Jacqueline Wessels
Skip and Derrick Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Mary Jo Freund
Ascentra Credit Union

Donations listed were received from January I, 2024
to March 31, 2024. Every attempt is made to
accurately recognize all gifts; however, if you

spot an error or omission, please contact the
development office at 563-391-4834. Thank you

for your generosity.
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Doors open at 2 PM | Hunt runs 3-7 PM

$30 per person

May have up to 6 people per team
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